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The Firm: With significant depth and breadth of
experience, this two-lawyer team offers clients a full
range of services. Establishing and maintaining
401(k) plans is one area of strength, as is as working
with tax-exempt organizations.
The Lawyers: Moving up the rankings, “incredibly
hard worker” Mary Claire Chesshire offers clients
“timely and competent” advice. Adept at handling
employee benefits dispute matters, Chesshire also
plays a key consultancy role in M&A deals.Rainmaker
Paul Madden is known for his solid practice, with his

governmental work coming in for particular praise.
Clients/Work Highlights: Among other matters,
Chesshire represents employers with respect to
exemption from assessment of multiemployer with-
drawal liability. Madden represents several govern-
mental employers in their defined benefit plans. His
client base includes a county with two defined bene-
fit plans with combined assets in excess of $350
million.

WHITEFORD, TAYLOR & PRESTON LLP

The Firm: Loyal clients of this firm proclaim them-
selves “extraordinarily pleased” at the standard of
service they have received. They particularly value
the team’s “understanding of us as clients and as a
business,” and consider the firm to be “the right size
to cover a variety of work.” The corporate practice is
in a phase of strategic growth and, according to
sources, the attorneys “are very responsive and turn
everything around extremely quickly.”
The Lawyers: “Extremely valuable,” Bob Curran
“catches things that others might miss.” He is known
for his “exceptional drafting skills, knowledge and
response times” and clients say: “We keep using him –
we wouldn’t if he wasn’t good.”The “phenomenal”Eva

Hill has the respect of clients thanks to her “solid
understanding of the business and the potential
pitfalls.” Her strong communication skills have also
endeared her to the business community, which
describes her as “very responsive – she is available by
phone all the time.” Further plaudits come in for her
efficiency: “She sets a deadline and always meets it,
never running up costs.”
Clients/Work Highlights: Hill led the corporate
team in handling the $120 million acquisition of
around 70 retail gas station and convenience store
properties. She also oversaw the group’s work on the
$40 million sale of a family-owned regional flooring
distributor.

MARYLAND

is ranked in Chambers USA 2007 as follows:

Corporate/M&A
Leading Firms 
Band 2
Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP Baltimore

Leading Individuals
Band 2
Curran Bob Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP
Hill Eva Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP

CORPORATE/M&A

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS & EXECUTIVE COMPENSATION

Leading Individuals

Band 2
Chesshire Mary Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP
Madden Paul Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP

Employee Benefits & Executive 
Compensation
Leading Firms 
Band 2
Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP Baltimore

Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP

Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP

HEALTHCARE

The Firm: This practice is hailed for its work for
continuing care retirement communities, particu-
larly on the transactional side. The team also has
capacity across the board, from fraud and abuse
issues to regulatory matters and medical malpractice
work. In terms of litigation, the team represented a
number of physicians and healthcare institutions,
and has won trials for major clients. These matters
have included defense of a claim of permanent
injury from postoperative care, and defense of a

claim of wrongful death of a mother and baby from
alleged Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome.
The Lawyers: “Accomplished practitioner” Rose
Matricciani has a transactionally focused practice
and enjoys a strong reputation for her work for
continuing care retirement communities, among
other matters.

Healthcare
Leading Firms 
Band 2
Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP Baltimore

Leading Individuals
Band 3
Matricciani Rose Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP

Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP
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The Firm: With around ten lawyers specializing in
transactional work, land use and zoning, this
midsized firm is said to offer sophisticated and
extensive services. The firm is particularly well
regarded for the standard of its Baltimore County-
focused zoning work.
The Lawyers: Tom Barbuti’s knowledge of the
retail industry continues to meet with market praise.

He is also involved in the development of mixed-use
condominiums, in which he is deemed to be a
“notable expert, with a great level of expertise.”Barbuti
is known for his work ethic, intellectual ability,“affa-
ble manner, knowledge and skill.”
Clients/Work Highlights: The firm represents a
number of retailers, developers and sports stadiums.

The Firm: The “aggressive and creative”nature of the
lawyers characterizes this firm’s litigation team.
Midsized but offering a full range of services, the
group is esteemed by clients for being “the right size to
run the gamut of practice areas, and to take customer
relationships seriously.” Attorneys also win praise for
their dedication to “understanding the client’s business.”
The Lawyers: Bill Ryan demonstrated his capabil-
ities as  head of the firm's business litigation practice
in leading the successful defense on behalf of a
commercial property manager in a dispute over the
control of more than $100 million-worth of real

estate. Jim Chason has particular  expertise in
medical malpractice and products liability claims. In
the past  year, he can be proud of winning dismissal
of an $11 million malpractice  liability case after a
jury trial.
Clients/Work Highlights: The firm has been
involved in a multimillion-dollar suit concerning
constitutional rights of public housing residents;
clients were the Mayor and City Council of Balti-
more, and the Housing Authority of Baltimore City.

WHITEFORD, TAYLOR & PRESTON LLP

The Firm: With around ten lawyers on employment
matters, this firm offers clients a full service. In a
recent highlight, the firm represented LH Cranston
& Sons, which sued one of its former executives for
breaching a noncompete agreement. The team
obtained an ex parte and temporary restraining
order against the defendant from soliciting any of the
clients or employees of the plaintiff, among other
terms. The team also had a threatened class action
case resolved, without resorting to litigation, for a
client in Arkansas.
The Lawyers: “Extremely hard worker” Larry Wolf
earns respect for his extensive experience in the field
of traditional labor law and is described by peers as
“an absolutely brilliant lawyer.” Jeanne Phelan is
“talented, focused and gets to the problem immedi-

ately,” according to clients. “She is so smart,” say
sources, “that she sees things sooner than others, and
with greater clarity.” Her practice spans numerous
industries and areas of employment law. James
Gillece is considered to be a “great lawyer and excel-
lent litigator” by clients. He has worked extensively 
in the healthcare industry in the past year. Peter
Guattery is “a highly talented fellow,” according to
sources. With experience in Europe and Asia, the
global reach of his expertise is particularly
commended: “I know that if there is an international
element to a case, he will be able to help.” He is also
considered “bright and conscientious” and adept at
handling clients.

LABOR & EMPLOYMENT
Labor & Employment
Leading Firms 
Band 2
Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP Baltimore

Leading Individuals
Senior Statesmen
Wolf Larry Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP
Band 2
Phelan Jeanne Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP

Band 3
Gillece Jr James Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP
Guattery Peter Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP

Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP

LITIGATION GENERAL COMMERCIAL

Litigation: General Commercial
Leading Firms 
Band 3
Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP Baltimore

Leading Individuals
Band 3
Chason James Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP
Ryan Jr William Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP

Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP

REAL ESTATE

Real Estate
Leading Firms 

Band 3
Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP Baltimore

Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP

Leading Individuals
Band 2
Barbuti Thomas Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP
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WHITEFORD, TAYLOR & PRESTON LLP

WHITEFORD, TAYLOR & PRESTON, L.L.P.
THE FIRM

Managing Partner: Albert Mezzanotte, Jr
Number of partners: 101
Number of other lawyers: 55

FIRM OVERVIEW: Closing a transaction, resolving a dispute, litigating or
settling a claim, planning a company’s future – since 1933, clients have come to
Whiteford, Taylor & Preston for representation and guidance on a wide range of
issues critical to achieving their business goals.
WTP is one of Maryland’s largest law firms. With three offices in Maryland, as
well as Washington, DC, and northern Virginia, the firm serves clients through-
out the mid-Atlantic region, as well as national companies and law firms need-
ing representation in Maryland, DC or Virginia.
Community oriented and culturally diverse, the firm’s attorneys practice in every
area of the law that is important to its clients. In business matters ranging from
acquisitions to real estate, and litigation ranging from antitrust to bankruptcy to
zoning, Whiteford, Taylor & Preston assert their clients’ rights and advance their
interests through vigorous and creative legal action.

MAIN AREAS OF PRACTICE:
Business & Corporate: The firm’s services range from starting a business – such
as choosing and forming the appropriate form of entity – to those needed at the
end of its life, such as succession planning, sale of business, or liquidation. The
firm also handles everything in between, including financing, securities offer-
ings, stockholder and employment agreements, stock incentive programs and
tax planning.
Bankruptcy & Creditors’ Rights: The Bankruptcy Group is among the largest
and most accomplished in the region, with many cases that are national in
stature. The firm represents debtors and debtors in possession, creditors and
creditors’ committees, lenders and trustees in all types of debt restructuring and
bankruptcy reorganization proceedings, including out-of-court workouts. The
firm has worked in industries as diverse as real estate development, retail and
wholesale, transportation, healthcare, manufacturing, telecommunications, agri-
business and a host of other industries. The members of the group include a
former Justice Department litigator, Chapter 7 and 11 trustees, career Chapter
11 specialists and a former in-house counsel of a financial institution.
Litigation: The firm’s Litigation Department practices before a wide range of
tribunals, including all state and federal trial and appellate courts in the region as
well as a wide variety of administrative agencies, and alternative dispute resolu-
tion forums. One of the strengths of the firm is the substantial ‘in-court’ trial
experience of its attorneys. The firm’s extensive trial experience greatly enhances
its ability to evaluate a case, develop it in a manner that will appeal to a judge
and/or jury, and, if appropriate, ultimately go to trial with the confidence and
skill that only comes with actual trial experience.
Labor & Employment: The firm helps its clients create a practical platform on
which to base labor and employee relations decisions. The team includes attor-
neys formerly with the Department of Labor and the National Labor Relations
Board, along with those whose careers have been devoted to representing and
counseling management in labor relations issues. Clients represent virtually every
area of business and industry, and range in size from Fortune 500 companies with
thousands of employees in various locations to small, closely held businesses.
Real Estate & Land Use: The firm’s lawyers have extensive experience in virtu-
ally all types and variations of complex commercial real estate matters, including
commercial and residential development, commercial leasing, complex easement
agreements, sales agreements, condominium development, construction
contracts, environmental, real estate finance, and zoning and land use.
Technology & Intellectual Property: The firm’s Technology and Intellectual
Property Group handles a full range of technology and intellectual property
matters for its clients, including domestic and foreign patents, trademark and
copyright applications and related opinion matters, domestic and international
technology and content licenses, research and development agreements, tech-

nology transfer agreements, strategic alliances, joint ventures and other innov-
ative ‘partnering’ agreements; and a wide range of software, computer and inter-
net law matters, including web site audits, e-commerce issues, domain names,
database protection matters, ASPs, open source and other innovative distribu-
tion models.

CLIENTS: Clients range from Fortune 500 companies to small businesses and
start-up enterprises. They are engaged in technology and e-commerce, banking,
finance, healthcare, insurance, transportation, communications, real estate, secu-
rities and manufacturing.

INTERNATIONAL WORK: The Global Practice at WTP helps companies,
governments, and industry associations meet the legal and economic challenges
of globalization. The team focuses on strategic business services (international
business advice, transactions and investment, technology and intellectual prop-
erty, trade policy and government relations, compliance and ethics, crisis
management and public affairs), dispute resolution (including unfair trade liti-
gation), regulatory guidance (customs, export controls, other sanctions, Foreign
Corrupt Practices Act, immigration, maritime, American harbors and trans-
portation) and development assistance (fair trade, intellectual asset protection,
legal reform, microfinance and nongovernmental organizations).

HEAD OFFICE

MARYLAND
7 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, MD 21202-1626
Tel: 410 347 8700   Fax: 410 752 7092
Website: www.wtplaw.com

BRANCH OFFICES

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
1025 Connecticut Avenue, NW Washington, DC 20036-5405
Tel: 202 659 6800   Fax: 202 331 0573

MARYLAND
210 West Pennsylania Avenue, Towson, MD 21204-4515
Tel: 410 832 2000  Fax: 410 832 2015

10500 Little Patuxent Parkway, Columbia, MD 21044-3585
Tel: 410 884 0700   Fax: 410 884 0719

VIRGINIA
3190 Fairview Park Drive, Suite 300, Falls Church Virginia 22042
Tel: 703  573 0351  Fax: 703 573 1287

DELAWARE
Wilmington - opening in fall 2007

CONTACTS

Business & Corporate ..........................................Eva H Hill (Baltimore)
..........................................................William M Davidow, Jr (Baltimore)
Bankruptcy & Creditors’ Rights..............Paul M Nussbaum (Baltimore)
Global ..........................................................Alexander Koff (Baltimore)
Litigation ......................................................James R Chason (Towson)
Labor & Employment ....Kevin C McCormick, Steven E Bers (Baltimore)
Real Estate ..............................................Joseph N Schaller (Baltimore)
Land Use ......................................................G Scott Barhight (Towson)
Technology & Intellectual Property..............Steven E Tiller (Baltimore)
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